
IB292 

IB292 5/16/2019 

Flow Thru Bleeding a Clutch 

 Hydraulic Release System 

This technique will only work on a specific clutch master cylinder design, see Fig. 1. And these requirements: 

1. A master cylinder that the fluid discharges UP (see arrow) and is next to the reservoir. See Fig. 1. 

2. The slave cylinder (internal or external) must have a bleed screw, arrow. See Fig. 2. 

3. The bleed screw for an external slave cylinder must be pointed UP, not DOWN.  

This technique works as long as the upper fluid level in the reservoir is always HIGHER than the fluid level in line where it 

exits from the master cylinder, see Fig 3. 
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Procedure: 

1. Two people are required, a wrench for the bleed screw and 6-8 oz. of DOT 3 or 4 fluid. See owner’s manual to 
confirm fluid. 

2. Remove the reservoir cap and any rubber expansion boot under the cap. 

3. Fill the reservoir, all the way to the top with fluid. 

4. Open the bleed screw at least one full turn and immediately maintain the fluid level within ¼” of the top of the 
reservoir and continuously pour the fluid into the reservoir keeping the fluid level at the top of the reservoir. Air will 
escape first thru the bleed screw and then the fluid will begin to flow out. 

5. After pouring about 6 oz. of fluid into the system, close the bleed screw, install the cap only and test the hydraulic 
system by slowly pushing the clutch pedal several times. Then push the pedal to the floor normally and check for 
clutch system release. If no further bleeding is required, remove the cap and install the rubber boot and cap. 

6. If necessary, repeat pouring a few more ounces of fluid thru the system then install the rubber boot and cap.  

This technique works because the fluid level at the top of the master cylinder is always higher than the rest of the system 

see Fig. 3 the arrow indicate fluid levels. And as the fluid enters the hose it pushes the air bubble thru the hose and then up 

and out thru the bleed screw and then the fluid bleeds out of the bleed screw.     

                                                                  

       PLEASE REFER TO FACTORY SERVICE MANUALS FOR DETAILED APPLICATION SPECIFIC PROCEDURES. 

This bulletin is to assist in the safe and effective servicing of this application. Transmissions, transaxles and transfer cases 

are heavy and their safe removal and replacement requires the use of proper tools, equipment and procedures to prevent 

injury and damage. Always read and follow instruction bulletins and factory service manuals for detailed clutch servicing 

procedures. 

Bulletins and any additional information: 

www.clutchtechsupport.com   

Fig. 3 

http://www.clutchtechsupport.com/

